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WHIGGISM 


THE 


BULWARK of theſe K7ngdoms. 
* ; | 
0p a Lover of his CounTRy, 


ped eft adverſarius, facile cavends vitare 
20 Hoc vero occultum mteſtinum, ac — 
. non modo non exiſtit, verum etiam opprimit, ante- 
quam perſpicere, atque explorare potuerit. 
8 celus, O portentum in ultimas terras e 
tandum ; 1 natura, que tantum faſcinus 
commiſerit, hoc uno ſcelere eſſe contenta; neceſſe g, in 
femili audacia, per fidiaque verſetur————— 
uid hoc 2 wy por 2 tam 
—_ tam importunum animal reſervetis 
| Cic. Orat. VI. in Verr. 
For Thee————— 
Whoſe Faith fo often g given, and always violated, 
Have been th' Offence of Heav m and Plague of Earth, 
What Puniſhment is equal to thy Crimes ? 
Ne Rowe” 8 Tamerlane. 
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PLAIN 


MaTTER of Fact, 
Se. 


N S few, Things that have any rela- 
5 tion to Politicks, appear now a 
N x Days without being manifeſtly 
RES dictated by a bigotted Zeal for 
ſome Party, before I venture to ſpeak my 
Sentiments, I muſt previouſly beg Leave to 
inform the Reader, that I am prejudiced in - 
Favour of no Man, nor Set of Men, either 
in or out of Power: That the Old and the 
New Miniſtry are alike indifferent to me, 
but as they act according to their Profeſſions 
and the Good of the Common-wealth : 
That I never had any Favours fromthe one, 
Diſappointments from the other, or Expect- 
B ations 
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ations from either. I reverence the King 
I love the Conſtitution, and look with Hor- 
ror and Deteſtation on every thing that diſ- 
covers the leaſt Tendency to derogate from 
the Honour of the former, or break in upon 
the Fundamentals of the latter. 


Such Circumſtances, and ſuch a Way of 
thinking muſt certainly enable a Man to ſee 
more clearly into the Springs of Action than 
thoſe can do who have any latent Motives 
for Partiality; but tho there are many who 
are, doubtleſs, equally diſintereſted with my 
* ſelf, and may have better Heads; yet, be- 
cauſe all are not alike attentive, I thought 
proper to throw together a few Thoughts as 
they occurr'd to me on the preſent critical 
Situation of our Domeſtick Affairs. 


Wiſhing ſo well as I do to my Country- 
men, I cannot with a cool Heart obſerve the 
Diſſatisfaction in many of their Faces; the 
Suſpicions they teſtify, not only by their 
Words but Writings; and in fine (eſpecially 
among the lower Claſs) a general Murmur 
and Complaining. Cou'd I perceive the 
leaſt Ground for all this, perhaps none wou'd 
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be more ready than my ſelf to join in the 
Cry; but I was ever an Enemy to Precipi- 
tation; and before we run with the Flock, 
it is fit we ſhould know whence the Low- 
Bell proceeds, and who is the Ring- leader, 
leſt it ſhould happen to be a Wolf in Sheep's 
Cloathing, who, inſtead of leading us into 
better Paſture, deludes us into Brakes and 
Pitfalls. If inſtead of liſtening to the Voice 
of an Emilius, or a Cato, we give Ear to 
the Inſinuations of a Catiline, and imbibe 
Notions, which, in the room of preſerving 
the Conſtitution, ſerve but to ſubvert it; 
how fatal to thoſe very Liberties we are ſo 
tenacious of, might ſuch a Miſtake prove! 


Let us then well examine into the Ground- 
Work of theſe Diſcontents, and ſee if they 
are not infuſed into us meerly by the Arts 
of a Court, whoſe Influence has always been 
fatal to Britiſb Intereſt; and which, tis evi- 
dent, has done more by her Policies than 
ever ſhe could with her Armies. Every one 
knows the Power of French Gold in Queen 
Anne's Reign; how it ſet up and ſupported 
a Faction againſt the hig Intereſt, and in 
the End prevail'd ſo far, as to throw out of 
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the Adminiſtration almoſt every real Friend 
to the Conſtitution ; and, when this great 
and dreadful Point was accompliſh'd, how 
near we were to falling into all thoſe Mi- 
ſeries we had ſo lately been reſcued from by 
our GLORIOUS DELIVERER, need not be told. 
Groundleſs Jealouſics of our beſt Friends be- 
ing artfully inſtill'd among us, we ſhamefully 
deſerted them ; nay, ſuffer'd them to be cut 
to pieces in the very Face of our inactive 
Legions, while we were ſecretly treating a 
ſeparate Peace—— ſuch a Peace as records 
eternal Infamy on the Makers. While the 
Sword was yet unſheath'd, while our Feet 
were on the Neck of our moſt inveterate 
Foe, we threw away our Arms, relinquiſh'd 
all the Advantages we had gain'd at the Ex- 
pence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure ; 
yielded more than French Arrogance would 
have dared to ask, even had we been upon 
equal Terms. Here was the Grand Alliance 
broke :=—Here was the Britiſb Glory loſt— 
Her Intereſt betray'd— Her Commerce given 
up— and her Religion, her Laws, and her 
Liberties in the moſt imminent Danger they 
had ever been ſince the Reign of the unfor- 
tunate King James 
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Let us then look back, and reflect by whom 
we were thus bargain'd for: I think that 
none who knows the one can be ignorant of 
the other. As it would be Madneſs to ſay 
it could be done by any but the Tories, fo 
it would be uncharitable to ſay any other 
Tory than B te cou'd have had the 
Boldneſs and the Baſeneſs to attempt it. 


But you will ſay, perhaps, what is all 
this to the Purpoſe ? the Queen's Death 
putting an End to his Power ; and conſcious 
of what he merited from her Succeſſor, 
loaded with his Crimes and the Curſes of 
all honeſt Men, he durſt not venture the 
Event, but rid us of the Preſence of fo 
hateful a Monſter by a yoluntary Exile ? 
——— Miſtaken Thought! — He was indeed 
withdrawn, but found the Means of darting 
his Venom from afar, and poiſoning the 
Minds of the Unwary with the moſt per- 
nicious Notions. He had his Emiſlaries, 
his Correſpondencies in every Corner of the 
Three Kingdoms : His Spirit ſtill animated 
a Faction to diſturb and traduce that Go- 
vernment he had ſtrove in vain to deſtroy. 

| Will 
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Will any one pretend to ſay, he was not a 
Prime Abettor, Encourager and Promoter 
of the Rebellion ? Or, that the many ſedi- 
tious Papers then handed about, were not 


either wrote by him, or by his Direction? 


Has not the Spirit of the Examiner appear'd 
under various Names and Shapes ? Have we 
not ever ſince ſeen him in Miſt's and Fog's 
Journals? Has he not been preſent with us 
in the Craftſman, Common Senſe, Cham- 
pion, and London Evening-Poſt ? This is 
a Truth too palpable to be denied ; and if 
we give ourſelves the Trouble to trace the 
Matter, I doubt not but we ſhall find him 
at the Bottom of ſome late Repreſentations, 
ſowing the Seeds of Diſcord and Diſcontent 
among us; putting falſe Gloſſes upon every 
Action, and traducing every Meaſure of the 
Government; nay, attempting to Preſcribe 
Laws to it. They bear, indeed, the ſpe- 
cious Titles of Petitions, humble Remon- 
ftrances, reſpectful Inſtructions; but their 
Tenure is plainly the Reverſe, and ſhews, 
that unleſs they can have every Thing their 


own Way, they are reſoly'd to think No- 


thing right. 
Has 
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Has not that haughty, ambitious and re- 
vengful Spirit, like Satan driven from his 
Power, been ever ſince exerting all his Fa- 
culties (which we muſt own are great) try- 
ing every Art, varying through cvery Shape, 
in order to ſeduce and betray others into the 
ſame Gulph of Perdition with himſelf? 
Has he not even dared to cloath himſelf in 
the borrow'd Rays of an Angel of Light ? 
Has he not under the glorious Name of 
Whig endeavour'd to ruin Whig Intereſt 
and Whig Principles? What elſe was the 
Intention of his famous Diſſertation on 
Parties, and preaching up a Coalition ? 
Plauſible in its Sound, but dangerous in 
its Signification ! like the Prophets Book 
in the Revelations, © Honey in the Mouth, 


© but Wormwood in the Bowels.” Light 
and Darkneſs, Heaven and Hell as ſoon 


might blend, as Mhig and Tory Principles 
unite |! they are dire& Oppoſites ; and 
tho' it muſt be confeſs'd ſome, who, it is 
not to be doubted, are very good Whigs, 
have ſeem'd to be of a different Opinion, and 
for a Time acted in Concert with the Tories 


againſt the late Miniſter; yet the Event 
has proved they thought otherwiſe in their 


Hearts; 
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Hearts; and that it was neither the Right 


Honourable Perſon, nor his Meaſures, but 
the Power he was poſleſt of, that was an 
Eye - ſore to them. We ſee now to what 
End all the Petitions, Addreſſes, and Pro- 
teſts of near twenty Years were made: from 
what Motive our Ears ſo long were fill'd 
with the Cry of Grievances! Intollerable 
Grievances ! Exciſe, and Penal Laws 
Standing Armies ——Debts — Taxes 
Civil Liſts—Votes of Credit — Br —m—z 
and Ver —d—n — Spithead Expeditions — 
Heſſian Troops Viſits to u 
Penſioners— Placemen——Septennial Par- 
liaments, and Evil Counſellors. How 
far theſe Gentlemen, who call themſelves 
Whigs, yet were concerned in the late Op- 
poſition, can anſwer to themſelves and their 
Country, their miſrepreſenting the beſt 
Friends both of the Country and the Go- 
vernment, and aſperſing them with the in- 
famous Titles of Evil Counſellors; and at 
the ſame time recommending the greateſt 
Enemies of our Conſtitution-as Standers- 
up for their Country, Friends to the Peo- 
ple, and ſuch plauſible Names, I know not, 
nor will take upon me to vindicate ſuch a 
Step, 
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"P by which I fear they have conjur'd up 

a Spirit not Eaſy to be laid; and though it 
is not to be doubted, but they will, as it 
now behoves them, be more than ordina- 
rily eircumfpect, yer after. all, what they 
have ſaid of Others may poſſibly be retort- 
ed upon hem ſel ves. Example we 
know is very prevalent, and as there will 
always be Perſons out of Power, there will 
be always watchful Obſervers over the Ac- 
tions of thoſe that are zz ſo that, in ſhort; 
whover is at the Helm, Oppoſition may be 


perpetuated. 


- 


It is now as clear as the Sun, that all the 
Cry rais'd againſt the late Adminiſtratiori 
was no more than a Chimæra; but the Tos 
ries finding themſelves left in the lurch, 
that they had only been the Dupes of thoſe 


who wanted a Change, that all their Schemes 


were fruſtrated, and their fine Expectations 
vaniſhed into the Air, and that Whigs, hat- 
ever they might have pretended to them to 
ſerve a Turn, would ſtill be firm to the 
Whig Intereſt, have now no other Game 
to play, than, under the Name of New 
Patriots, to eſtabliſh a New Oppoſition, 
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and revive all the former ſenſeleſs Cla- 
mours, perhaps louder than before. For, 
the Words Liberty, Property, bad Mea- 
ſures and Miniſters, echo even to the Throne, 
and Sacred Majeſty is never to be at reſt 
till another Change is made in the Admi- 
niſtcation. 


This is the utmoſt Hope of France 
this is all that either the Foreign or Domeſ- 
tick Enemies of our excellent Conſtitution 
can wiſh or aim at. The leaſt Notion of 
publick Affairs may ſerve to convince us; 
that nothing can ſo effeQually obſtruct all 
Meaſures that might bring them into a pro- 
ſperous Situation, as the frequent Shifting 
them into different Stands. As it is al« 
lowed by all, that there is a Myſtery in Go- 
vernment as in Religion, which ought not 
to be profaned by vulgar Eyes, muſt not 
that Myſtery be in extreme Danger of loſing 
both its Name and Virtue by beipg entruſted 
to ſo many? Could we anſwer, that thoſe 
who ſhould be turned out of Office would 
think themſelves any longer obliged to have 
a Gnard upon their Tongues? Is it not 
highly probable, that every thing that has 
3 | been 
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been concerted in their Time, and which 
perhaps requires the utmoſt Secrecy to carry 
into Execution, might not be divulged, and 
by that means the beſt laid Schemes render d 
abortive? But ſuppoſe even that this ſhould 
not be the Caſe, there is another, and, in 
my Opinion, no leſs eſſential Reaſon againſt 
frequent Alterations in the Miniſtry. He 
who firſt projects a great Deſign, is certainly 
the beſt able to conduct it: His Imagination 
is warm and vigorous in bringing his own 
Idea to Perfection; whereas, he that fhalk 
come after him, tho vith a no leſs able 
Head, ſhall not conceive it juſtly, it may 
be approve it but in part, and, by attempts 
ing to refine, utterly deſtroy it, 


Numerous are the — might be 
brought to prove that an o Miniſtry, un- 
leſs it is a very bad one indeed, muſt be 
better for the Publick than a new One, 


tho of equal Merit, can be while it is ac. 


Thoſe therefore who wiſh for it, cannot 
have the Good of the Conftitution, the 
Honour of the King, or the Quiet of the 
People at heart. How unhappy is it then 
that the bigotted blind Zeal of ſome well. 

C2 meaning 
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meaning Perſons aſſiſts them, without know- 
ing they do ſo, in the pernicious Aim of 
bringing all into Confuſion, 


But I have yet ſpoke only in the gene- 
ral; let us now deſcend to Particular 
let us take a View of ſome late Inffructions 
to Members—— let us trace by whom they 
were ſet on foot, eſpecially that famous, or 
rather that in-famous one of the City of 
J; and if inſtead of finding ir the 
Reſulr of wiſe and able Heads with honeſt 
Hearts, we ſhould diſcover it only to be 
dictated by a Spirit of Faction, and eom- 
poſed by a giddy, raſh, umhinking Feu, 
how would thoſe bluſh who have given it 
their Approbation! Is the whole Body of 
that great and opulent City to ſubſcribe to 
the Notions of ſuch paltry Creatures, as an 
eminent Tradeſman would be aſhamed to 
be ſeen in Company with Can a late- 
ly ſet-up Orator, a third or fourth Rate 
Poet, a Printer ofan Evening Paper, a Sure 
geon and an Apothecary, buſy Triflers, 
Denglers atter the Maſter of a Playhouſe, 
be fuppoſed to ſpeak the Senſe of a L—d 
Mer, a Court of A——n and C— 
C — 1? 
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C——1? Prepoſterous Thought! No, they 
take their Inſtructions from a Romiſh Sa- 
tyriſt, as he from that arch Enemy of our 
Conſtitution before-mention'd, and their 
—A io ooo © <5 44 ©% » 0 


Is it not notorious, that French Lewis 
D'ores now fupply the Place of Half-pence 
in ſome Pockets ? Neither, to their eternal 
Shame be it ſaid, has it been leſs en- GAG E. ing 
to ſome Perſons in a higher Rank of Life 
than the pitiful and moſt contemptible 
Wretches I have mention'd, and who yet 
ferve the ſame Maſter in a different Sphere, 


The Liberty of the Preſs was an Article 
omitted in my Catalogue of Complaints; 
yet the pretended Danger of that was never 
out of the Mouths of thoſe Roman Spirits, 
as they inſolently call'd themſelves : How 
little Grounds there was for it, the mon- 
ſtrous Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs is an un- 
deniable Argument Such a Eicentiouſneſs, 
as tis certain, no other Government would 
endure, nor no other People preſume to 
take. Let us therefore beware how we 
abuſe. the long · experienc d Lenity of the 


Legiſlature 
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Legiſlature in this Point, and thereby em- 
danger ſo valuable a Branch of Freedom. 
When any real Grievance is felt, we both 
may, and ought to complain and deliver 
Remonſtrances to thoſe who have the Power 
to eaſe us; but then let us do it with Sub- 
miſſion: Let us not pretend to preſcribe 
Laws to our Law-makers, and complain of 
Ills which have no Exiſtence but in our own 
wild fel-rormenting Imagination. Let our 
Addreſſes be made by ſuch who may at leaſt 
be ſuppos d to have ſome Knowledge of 
Affairs; and above all, by ſuch who cannot 
be ſuſpected of any ſiniſter Intent; and then 
it is not to be doubted, but the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of our Governours will do every 
thing in the Power of human Prudence for 
the removing all eſſential Cauſes of Com- 
plaint. 


But how different from this mild and 
becoming Moderation ſome late Productions 
have been, would be needleſs to repeat — 
Every Cobler in his Stall has it in his Power 
to be merry at the Blunders of the Admi- 
niſtration; and, from what he reads, ima- 
gines there are none but Eools and Knaves 


employed. 
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employed in out publick Affairs, takes upon 
him to argue on the moſt important De- 
ſigns, objects to the Conduct of them all — 
Cries out, there muſt be a thorough Change, - 
or nothing will go right, and perhaps wants 
only Courage to be a ſecond Fack Cade. 


By this Means all the Reſpect due to 
Dignity is loſt, and thoſe who ought nor 
ro be mention'd but with the extremeſt Ve- 
neration, are ſpoken of with the ſame Fa- 
miliarity as their own Pot-Companions. 
Nor is this the worſt Miſchief, when once 
the People, I mean the Mob, which is that 
Part of the People chiefly addreſs d to in the 
Lucubrations in queſtion, are call'd upon 
to be Arbitrators, they will be ſure to give 
Judgment on their own Side; and whenever 
ſuch a Power in Matters of State was veſted 
in them, this Kingdom has but too fatally 
experienc'd the ſad Effects. 


Vet this is moſt ſurely what theſe pre- 
tended Friends of our Conſtitution aim at; 
and in order to draw the People to be on 
their Side, they. perſwade them that they are 
already ſo. — Inſtructions to Members, pro- 


cured 
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eurcd by Artifice, and ſigned by a few, are 


crowded into thepublick Papers as the Senſe 
of that whole County or Corporation froni 


which they are dated, and by this means the 


giddy Multitude are enfnared ; but thoſe 
who ſee into the Cheat, deſpiſe and laugh 
at if. 


It muſt indeed be confe(s'd, that where Pre- 
judice and Bigotry, where inſidious and in- 
flammatory Councils, where French Policy 
and French Money have been too weak to 
combat againſt Engliſb Honeſty and plain 
Conviction, there we ſee Inſtructions (if In- 
ſtructions are at all ſent) full of that Can- 
dour, that Truth, that open Acknowledg- 
ment of the beſt being done that Times and 


Circumſtances would allow of, and an ear- 


neſt Deſire of things being carried on to 
Perfection in the Way begun, that Inclina- 
tion to the honourable Support of his Ma- 
jeſty and his juſt Meaſures, in ſhort, that 
Amor Patriæ which ought to warm the 
the Breaſt of every worthy Brzton. Of this 
Br-—l and No——g——m Repreſentations 
are. ſhining Inſtances, which will redound 
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to the eternal Repuratioff of thoſe undiaſy d 
Corporations. 


It affords however a melancholy Proſpect 
if we reflect what poſſibly may be tlie Con- 
ſequence of all the flaming Inſofence which 
at preſent iſſues from the Preſs. I remember 
the Examiner told us, and as he once ſpoke 
Truth, I will venture to repeat his Words: 
Nothing, ſaid he, ſo much weakens and 
endangers Liberty as the groſs Abuſe of it. 
A ſeditious Man indeed ought no more to 
be truſted with a Pen than an Idiot with a 
Sword; but the Misfortune is, that the one 
cannot be detected till he has done the 
Miſchief, whereas the other, by being known 
for. what he is, may eaſily be prevented from 
attempting any. Theſe State-Incendiaties 
carry their Dark-lanthorns ſo cloſe, there is 
no diſcovering them till the Match is lighted, 
and the Train takes fire: Who then can 
complain of any Methods that may be taken 
to debar them from the Means of ſpreading 
the Blaze ? To ſpeak plain, May not Pub- 
liſhing, as now practis d, compel in a manner 
our Governours to lay ſome Reſtrictions on 
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the Preſs, as they already * done on the 
Stage ? 


I know the bare Mention of ſuch a thing 
will ſtartle many even of my well-meaning 
Readers; but let us conſider the Provoca- 
tions 


1/7, Does not the Reputation of the 
Greateſt and Beſt Men lie at the Mercy of 
every mercenary or vindictive Scribler ? And 
as People arc, generally ſpeaking, more 
ready to put the worſ? than the be Con- 
ſtruction on Things,. it may be imagin'd, 
that to be publickly accu d without calling 
the Accuſer to Account, argues a Conſcioul- 

eſs of Guilt rather than a forgiving Tipe 
in the Perſon ſo accus d. 


| 2d, Does not the ſhamefal ridiculing 
in Odes, Epiſtles, Ballads, Dreams, Fables, 
and Viſions, the moſt ſerious and important 
Meaſures of the Government, tend to render 
our Negotiations of leſs Weight, and deſtroy 
great Part of that Influence we ſhould have 
in forcign Courts ? 


340 
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zal, Is running on at the mad rate we 
now do, inveighing equally againſt the O/4 
and the New Miniftry, any other in effect 
than arraigning his Majeſty's Choice? Is it 
not to ſuppoſe him incapable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing Perſons fit to be employ'd in his Service? 
Or what is yet worſe, of harbouring Views 
directly oppoſite to the Conſtitution and the 
Intereſt of his Kingdoms? Either of which 
Inſinuations have the pernicious Tendency 
of leſſening him, both in the Reſpect and 
the Affections of his Subjects, which ſeems 
to me to be the blackeſt and moſt dangerous 
kind of Treaſon. 


4thly, May not ſuch inceſſant Clamours— 
ſuch repeated Inſults— ſuch groundleſs Ca- 
vils, diſturb and diſtract our Councils, even 
ſo as to make them, tho not unwilling, yet 
afraid to exert themſelves in our Protection? 


Theſe, I think, are ſome of the Motives 
which might induce thoſe who have the 
Power to ſet ſome Limits to the Liberty we 
make ſo bad an uſe of; and if that ſhould 
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ever happen, who can we blame but our 
ſelves? Where lay the Fault but on our own 
Audacity ? But I both wiſh and hope it 
never will come to this: Tis bur my Fears 


that ſpeak, nor do I pretend to any Fore- 


knowledge of ſuch an Event— yet if it 
ever ſhould come to paſs, perhaps it may be 
by the Inſtigations of ſome of thoſe who 
lately were moſt ſtrenuous in their Argu- 
ments againſt it, yet led the Way, and 
ſhewed others the Example to provoke it. 
It will be wiſe in us however, to retire 
while we are well, and give no farther room 


to juſtify- an Act which, when once paſt, . 


we might groan under without being able 
to redreſs, 


To ſecure to our ſelves not only this, 


but all other Branches of our Liberty, it 
bchoves us to deſerve it; and ſo good an 


Opinion have I of all who call themſelves 


Britons, that if they will but give them. 
ſelves Leave to reflect who are the Perſons 
that would miſlead them from their Duty, 
what the Ends propoſed by them in doing 
ſo, and the Danger of following ſuch Dic- 

tates, 
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tates, I dare anſwer few, if any, but would 
be aſham'd of having ever follow'd ſuch 
pernicious Councils, and look back with 
Horror on the Precipice they have ſo nar- 
rowly eſcap d. To bring the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of encreaſing our Liberty in order to 
_ betray us into S/avery— to render us un- 
grateful to our beſ# Friends, and the Tools 
of our worſt Enemies— to make us acceſſary 
to our own Ruin, and entail Wretchedneſs 
on our Poſterity, is certainly ſuch an un- 
parallel d Piece of Villany as nothing bur a 
32 ——e and his Agents could be guilty 
of, and well anſwers the Character given of 
him by one who knows him thoroughly, and 
vhich I preſent my Readers with, tho' not 
as a perfect Piece of Poetry, yet as a lively 
Picture of the Idol fo lately worſhipp d. 


[27] 
B ravoin Villany, Chief Minifter of Ill, 
O all that have betray'd, the Greateſt | 
Traytor ſtill. 
L over of none but thoſe to Miſchief” bent, 
1. mpious: by Nature; for Crimes ne'er pe- 
nitent. 1 
N ero in Cruelty, Cataline in State, 
G enteel in Addreſs to gild the fatal Bait, 8 
B iggot to Vice, and Envy to the Great. 
R ancours' foul Source, (thi POE moſt. 
worthy Friend) _ | 
O gal of Nature, horrid hideous Fiend, 
K ennel for Wolves to ſuck thy Savage 
. Nat ure. 
E 'er they ſet forth to prey on human 
Creature. 4 


I now take my leave of ſo ungrateful a 
Subject, which 1 ſhould be ſorry any one 
ſhould think I have treated with too much 
Scverity. I have no Prejudice to the Per- 

ſon 
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fon of the Man, from whom I have never 


received any particular Injury. Any Acri- 


mony that may appear in what above re- 
lates to him, ariſes from an Abhorrence of 
his Principles and Practices, which for a 
long Series of Time have been ſtudied and 
calculated to deſtroy the Peace, Harmony, 
and good Government of a Nation, of which 
I have the Happineſs to have been born a 
Member: And I flatter myſelf the Hints E 
have given, by whom, and for what vilc. 
Purpoſes all the prefent Clanwurs are made, 


will be ſufficient to deter every thinking 
Ma,n from joining in them, and alſo remind. 


him how he ought to treat ſuch Attempts 
when made upon him, and the Authors of 
them; tho perhaps in other Reſpects Fer- 
ſons deſerving his Regard; but in this, 
where the Quiet and Intereſt of our Coun- 
try, the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, 
and the Honour of the beſt of Kings is ſo 
deeply concern'd, all Tyes of Blood and 
Friendſhip muſt ſubſide. 


It is a Maxim with all Parties, and com- 
mon in che Mouth of every one, that in a 
Conſtitution 


C * 
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Conſtitution ſuch as we arc bleſt with, w# 
can be hurt by nothing but ourſelveg——' 
The Enemies of our Peace confine the Sig- 
nification of theſe Words meerly to our 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, as tho” we 
could not poſſibly labour under any Grie- 
vance or Misfortune but what they ſhould 
inflict on us either by making bad Laws, or 
winking at them in Complaiſance to che 
Crown ; but I affirm, that they will bear 
another Conſtruction; for let our Repreſen 
tatives be ever ſo cautions in laying the 
neceſſary Conttibutions for the Support of | 
the Government ever ſo zealous in 
guarding the Liberties and ſecuring the In- 
tereſt of their Conſtituents; yet, if we will 
imagine ourſelves impoſed upon, oppreſſed 
and betrayed, and in that Suppoſition run 
counter to all Duty, all Submiſſion; and 
never ceaſe till every thing is in Confußon, 
it is plain we ſhould be then as effectually 
hurt, as we could poſſibly be by any Mal- 
verſation of our. Repreſentatives; and to 
aſſign that as the only Cauſe, would be the 
ſame thing as maintaining a Man in a rag- 
ing Fever could be hurt by nothing but his 

Doctor, 
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Doctor, when tis evident that, if not re- 
ſtrain'd by the Care of thoſe about him, his 
Delirium would drive him to the moſt fatal 
Extravagancies. 


I do not pretend to aſſert, that no Miſtake 
was ever made in the Conduct of the late 
Adminiſtration ; all Men are fallible, nor 
can human Wiſdom penetrate either into 
the Deſigns of thoſe they have to deal with, 
or into the Seeds of Time, which often pro- 
duce ſtrange and unexpected Turns, ſo far 
as to anſwer for all Events. Tis ſuffi- 
cient if they mean well, and project Deſigns 
ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion; and it does 
not yet appear, nor is likely to do fo, that 
the late Miniſter ever prejudiced either the 
Honour of the Intereſt of the Nation, thro' 
Wilfulneſs or Ignorance, notwithſtanding 


the monſtrous Invectives thrown out againſt 


him on both rheſe Scores. How great Care 

therefore ought to be taken not to paſs too 

haſty a Cenſure on the Actions of others, eſ- 

pecially our Superiors, and in Matters which 

in their very Nature are beyond our Com- 

prchenſion, ſince we now ſce how 9 
E 
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ful for their Authors are all the Accuſations, 
Menaces, and falſe Prophecies of ſo many 
Years Duration, and on which ſo much 
Study has been employ'd, and ſo many 
Reams of Paper waſted, 


But as there is now a ſecond Act of the 
ſame dull Farce beginning, the Names only 
changed, and compoſed by the ſame Au- 
thors, it will certainly be a Duty incumbent 
on all good Subjects and real Friends to the 
Conſtitution, to ſhew their Diſapprobation 
of it, and convince the infamous Contrivers, 
that they arc not capable of being again de- 
ceived, nor led away by o Enemies under 
the Stile and Title of New Patriots. 


It is this I would endeayour to recom- 
mend to my Countrymen; and I do not 
doubt but in purſuing ſuch Advice, all real 
Whigs (for to thoſe alone I addreſs myſelf) 
will find their Account in it, while Thoſe 
who wear that venerable Name as a Cover 


for their pernicious Views, ſhall be expoſed, 
and brought to that Confuſion they merit 


from a People whom they ſought, by every 
Art 


E 


4 Art inventive Malice could ſuggeſt, to be- 

1 tray and render as MISERABLE as they may 

; yet be happy, under the beſt of Govern» 

f ments, and with a Diſpoſition of Mind ca- 
pable to enjoy what they in reality poſſeſs. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


UST as I had finiſh'd the foregoing 

Pages J receivd a Letter from a Friend, 
which, tho' I wiſh it had come ſooner, I 
thought not improper to ſubjoin, as it 
contains the Genuine Account of ſome 
Particulars he was an Ear-witneſs of, and 
will ſerve to corroborate the Truth of what 
1 have ſaid, and aſſiſt my Endeavours to 
open the Eyes of all well. affected Britons. 


S 1 R, 


e C"INCE our laſt Converſation I was, 
** I know not how, not with my 

*« Inclination I am ſure, dragg'd into a Set 
of Company which the Lord deliver me 
from cver being amongſt a ſecond Time. 
I was told they were a Club of the moſt 
* ſelect Mits and Politicians in Town; fo 
« I, who you know, pretend not to be 
either the one or the other, behav'd with 
a becoming Silence: The Perſon who 
* introduced me is a rank Tory, or, to 
e ſpeak 


* 
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% ſpeak more properly, a rank Jacobite; 
* ſo, taking me to be one of the ſame 
«© Claſs, they were under no manner of 
*« Conſtraint before me. The Diſcourſe 
*© turn'd immediately on Affairs of State, 
and ſure ſuch a Scene of mingled Villany 
« and Meanneſs was there laid open, that 
e challenge any Place except the common 
* Side of Newgate to parallel. They 
0 talk'd very much of B—/——{z, and 
e of conſiderable Remittances made to him 
*« within theſe three Months in order to 
ce carry on the F——ch intereſt, as it was 
„ known he formerly did in Br—d—7's 
© Time when he liv'd in Durham- Tard 
<« of great Meetings ſome of the Tory Party 
had at the 7 —y', and Promiſes made 
by a certain Noble Ld who does every 
ce thing in a moſt en-GAGE-ing Manner 
© but it gave me an infinite Satisfaction to 
de find by what they ſaid, that after all theſe 
© Bribes— theſe Conſultations theſe 
e high-rais'd ExpeCtations, the Cauſe they 
e eſpous'd grew viſibly worſe— that they 
© had only rais'd a Duſt, which was pre- 
&« ſently diſpers'd, and loſt in Air 
« that the Whig Intereſt was fo far from 

«« being 


130 
© being darkned by all they did, that it 
* had a fair Proſpect of ſhining out more 


* ſtrong than ever that the Noiſe 
% made by the Cities of L———#z and 
"* was but like the Bounce of a 
* Boy's Squib on a Lord-Mayor's Day ; and 
ce that the dull Rogues in the North and 
* Weſt of England were rcſoly'd to ſtick 
to their Ploughs, and leave Matters of 
Government to their Superior By 
*« my Saul Maun (ſaid a Scotiſh Wit, who, 
« J found afterwards, to be the Author of a 
* lately ſet-up Journal) my Loard B—l—ke 
* nun ean cum our himſelf ains meare, 
* and Write, for Im amaiſt aground; and 
* gin ke doo, foul faw me if I diana doot 
* 6 the Conſequence, illa thing the ither | 
* fallows do, ſeams to rin Sal coonter to 
« our Intentions ; and as for my Part, ſaid 
another celebrated Scribler, my Muſe has 
£« quite exhauſted herſelf in MAN NxRS, and 
* Proſe is not my Talent; all Ican doisto 
* afliſt my Brother Squire here in cutting the 
* Body-Politick to pieces with our Tongues. 


„ But I will not tire you with the ful- | 
** ſome Jeſts, low Puns, and Ribaldry of 
« this 
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* this Converſation, I only thought proper 
to let you know the main Points I ga- 
© ther'd from it; which were, that rhe 
*« eternal Diſturber of our Peace, B te, 
* is actually at this Time more buſy than 
ever in fomenting our Diviſions— that 
*© he keeps a ſecret Correſpondence in moſt 
of the Head-Towns and Corporations in 
* Great-Britain, and that frequent Cabals 
are held at the F—h s; but 
« withal, that their Endeavours meet with 
little Countenance, except among the very 
* loweſt Rank of People. If this Intelli- 
e gence may be any way ſerviceable toward 
«* your obliging the Publick with your Sen- 
tc timents at this critical Conjuncture, as you 
tc talk'd of doing when I had the Pleaſure 


of ſeeing you laſt, my End in ſending it 
*© to you will be fully anſwer'd.“ 


Jam, 
With an unfeigned Reſpett, 
Dear S1R, 
Tours, &c. 
FINAIS., 
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